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Some person with a love for large

figures has said that in Christmas week
$20,000,000 is handed over counters
of this city as tribute to Santa Clans,
aays a New York correspondent. That
sum may sound suspiciously great,
and the statistician might be charged
with the evil of exaggeration, butwhen
it is remembered that gifts for 3,000,
000 of people are purchased here $20,600,000do not seem too large for the
total. An average of a trifle over $6
per, person is large, or small, accordingJo the financial rank oi the reader,
And in New Tork it is particularly difficultto strike a fair average, beoause
of the extremes of poverty and wealth.
The Fifth avenue millionaire gives

his wife a $30,000 diamond neoklace,
-while the father of the east side brings
.joy to the heart of the child of the
tenements with a gaudily painted tencenttoy. One Christmas, a half a

dozen years ago, William K. Vanderbiltgave his wife, now Mrs. Belmont,
a pearl neoklace that cost him $1,500,000together the fifteen feet of stringed
pearls together. That same Christmas

' more than one child found delight in
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nickel toy. Christmases back John
D. Bockefeller sent a check for $100,000to the Fifty-seventh Street Baptist
olraroh as a holiday offering, and the
aame day the organ grinder of Mul
berry Bend dropped a couple of coppersin the plate of the Italian church
in Boosevelt street.

So mngh for the extremes of Christ
mas giving in New York.

Fully one-half of the Christmas
chopping is done the day and the night
before Christmas; not one-half financially,but numerically. The moderate-
ly poor, the poor and the very poor
must wait until the very last minute
to get their small funds together for
the great event. The money gift of
the employer to the bread winner of
the family is made the day before
Christinas, and often times the extent
of that gift determines the scope of the
Christmas shopping for the family.
Again if Christmas comes near the
end of the week, as it does this year,
many will get their week's pay on

Thursday night.
Another potent reason for delaying

the shopping to the last minute is that
things are cheaper on .Christmas Eve
than earlier in the week, Toys and
ffames and clothing have suffered from
the rongh handling, there are rips and

( tears which, however, can be easily
sewed up; paint has been scraped oft,
parts of games lost and numerous
other mishaps have occurred, all of
which induces the shop owner to make

V a material reducation in his prices.
Again, he does not want to carry a

single piece of his Christmas stock
oyer for a year, as he loses the use of
the monsy. So he is eager to mark
things down to the real coat, or a trifle
below, if needs be, to get rid of them.

People who have to watch the penniesare quick to recognize these advantages.So Christmas Eve is the
great shopping time for the lower
part of town and the East side. Vesev
street is the Christmas Eve stamping
ground of the old First and Fourth
Warders. The people for the most

part of this district esteem themselves
lucky if they can spend $2, and as this
sum has to supply the Christmas dinner,as well as to bring Santa Claus
to an abnormally large family of
children, sharp bargaining must be
done.
Push carts line the streets from

Broadway to the North River, and almostanything from heavy clothing,
household furniture, kitchen utensils,
to tiny gimcrack toys can be bought.
Ten cents is the prevailing price for
the average run of things, and at a

squeeze this can be brought down to

[ nine, or even eight cents.

Y/'' Grand street is the centre of the
. "« mi t* l

great iliast siae. iae uowery uuj
buys the Bowery girl a ninety-ninecentdiamond ring there, and she
reciprocates by purchasing a sevenoaret,seventy-nine-cent diamond stud..
Women with seven or eight children
toddling along in open-monthed wondermanage to get through the alarm-
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ing crush with their trancelike charges
in some remarkable way. A man with
a hobby horse on one shoulder, a velocipedein his hand, a Christmas tree
under his arm, big dolls sticking out
of every pocket, a dozen packages held
in some miraoulous manner in the
other haiid, stops and buys a five
pound box of candy for forty cents,
stows it away somehow, and goes on as

happy as the millionaire ridingthrough
the Park in his victoria.
Tough girls not above sneaking a
11 * .4-niv nrrona TVAfP
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it not for the hordes of detectives
which fill the stores of Grand street,
buy to the limit of their purses, but
buy sharply.

"I am going to buy a bennie for
Jimmie," says oue to her friend.

"Say, mister," to the floor walker,
"where do I buy der bennie?"
"Hey?"
"Der bennie? What floor is youse

selling them on?"
"The bennie?"
"Yes, yer hungry-looking guy, der

bennie. Don't yer spose I'se got de
price? I want to buy a bennie like

fORK SPENDS ITS MILLIONS FOB HOLE

dis." Here she caught hold of a man
11A 1 1. 1 3 iT_

wearing a Dine overcoat ana iieia me

coat for the others inspection..
"Oh, a coat.on the fifth, floor,

front."
"Wliat d'ye ti'nk of dat? De guy

didn't know what a bennie was. He
mnst be new on Grand street." Then
they take the elevator and she tells
the man to let her off "where dere
sellin' de bennies."
Fourteenth street and Sixth avenue

is where the biggest part of the oity,
a goodly section of Brooklyn, a large
part of Jersey and a big portion of all
the suburban towns within fifty milea
of New York do their shopping.

uiu vuurua m f iij(iuia.

One of the very few old churches
still standing and practically unchangedis St. Luke's, at Smithville,
Isle of Wight County, Ya. It was
built in 1632, as attested by the date
on some of the bricks, under the superintendenceof Joseph Bridger,
whose descendants still live in the
county and worship in the church.
The records of the family, which are

unbroken for a period of 150 years, establishthe date of the building of the
church, and are full of interesting detailsof early colonial history.

It appears that St. Luke's was orI* ll_ 11 1 ill. J £ .1.
igiuautv so wen uuni auu. 01 nucu eiIcellent material that no repairs were
made to it until 1737, 105 years after
its completion. At that time it was

ordered "that Peter Woodward do the
shingling of the church with good cypresshingles of good substance, and
well nailed, for 700 pounds of tobiacco,
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300 pounds being now levied." It
woe again reahingled in 1821, eightyfouryears later..Chicago InterOcean.

Biggest Sweet Potato Grown*

A Kansas farmer, John Graham, of
Abilene, has grown a sweet potato
which he says is the largest in the
world. It is twenty-five inches in circumferenceand nine inches in length.
It weighs nine and three-quarters
pounds.

A People Who Cannot. Make Fire.

The Papuans of the Malay coast of
^ ami :« ti

new uruaea are ami m me mum 2" 1111

tive state. They are wholly unacqaaintedwith metals and make their
weapons of stone, bones and wood.
They do not know how to start a fire,
though fire is used among them. When
a Russian asked them how they made
a fire, they regarded it as very amus-

DAY GIFTS.

ing, and answered that when a person'sfire went ont, he got some of a

neighbor, and if all the fires in the villageshonld go out, they wonld get it
from the next village. Their fathers
and grandfathers had told them that
they remembered a time or had heard
from their ancestors that there
was a time when fire was not known,
and everything was eaten raw.

The natives of the southern coast of
New Guinea, having no iron, shave
themselves with a piAce of glass. Formerlythey shaved with flint which
they could sharpen quite well and used
with considerable dexterity.

WERE BORN IN 1815.
Ladles Who Claim to Be the Oldest LivingTwins In the Country.

The claim of the Newell brothers, of
Missouri, that they are the oldest pair
of twins in the country, will not hold,
abcording to a correspondent of the
Chicago Times-Herald. Mrs. H. H.
Johnson, recently of Kankakee, 111.,
and now of Omaha, Neb., and Mrs.
David Noggle, of Janesville, "Wis., are

one month older. These ladies are
the twin children.Polly M. and Anna
M..of Benjamin and Eunice Mosher
Lewis, and were born at Bristol, N. Y.,
May 29, 1815. They were the youngestof fifteen children. The twin8
went to Milan, Ohio, when aboul
seventeen, married there, and in 1837
Mrs. Noggle came to Wisconsin to live
the life of a pioneer. Mrs.. Noggle is
a woman of native ability and can tell
many interesting tales of early life in
Wisconsin. She is the mother ol

VISG TWINS.

seven children. The sisters are botl
in full possession of their facultiei
and are as active as women of sixty
flva.
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Latest Style In H»lrdreMinB.

The latest style of "nairdressing, that
of the Duchesse d'Angouleme, daughterof Louis XVI. and Marie Antoinette,which was the popular vogue in
the early part of the century, when the
1 ' .- T?nrr,
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land, is having a revival in France. It
is said that seldom have Parisian elegantesencountered a fashion more difficultto revive than this one. It is a

most complicated method of hairdressing,but perhaps for this reason it is
likely to be more popular. In order to

accomplish it it is necessary to draw
the hair straight up from the nape of
the neck, tie it firmly on the top of the
head, and then arrange it so as to imitatebows. There must be a parting
from ear to ear, but it must not be far
back from the forehead. 'All the hair
behind this division must be brushed

nrif.lt fha hftfik
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hair. The front hair has' a central
parting. There is an arrangement of
short curl* bronght into a bunch at
each side by means of a side comb, or

>1 - / ^
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thero may be a group of coques to right
and left of the parting. These coqaes
were originally called "comb ourls,"
because they were not allowed to fall,
but were stiffly arranged and held in
plaoe by small oombs or hairpins.

Soap.
The first distinct mention of soap

now extant is by Pliny, who speaks of
it as an invention of the Ganls; but be
that as it may, the use of soap foi
washing purposes is of great antiquity.
In the ruins of Pompeii a complete
soap manufactory was found, and the
utensils and some soap were in a tolerablestate of preservation. The Galliosoap of eighteen centuries ago was

prepared from fat and wood ashes,
particularly the ashes from beechwood,
which wood was very common in
France as well as in England. Soap
is spoken of by writers from the secondcentury, but < the Saracens were

the first people to bring it into generaluse as an external cleansing medium.The use of soap is thuB described:"When examined chemically
the skin is found to be composed of a

substance analogous to dried white of
egg, in a word albumen. Now, albu,men is soluble in the alkalies, and
when soap is used for washing the skin
the excess of alkali combines with the
oily fluid with which the skin is naturallybedewed, removes it in the
form of an emulsion, and with it a

portion of the dirt. Another portion
of the alkdli softens and dissolves the
superficial stratum of the skin, and
when this is rubbed off the rest of the
dirt disappears. So that every washingof the skin with soap removes the
old face of the skin and leaves a new

one, and were the process repeated to
excess the latter would become attenuated.".NewYork Ledger.

A Remarkable Bat.

The Cincinnati Zoo boasts a curiosity
in the way of a white rat. It closely
raflAmhlfls a miniature white boar and
has two long tusks growing out of the
sides of the mouth and carving upward
to fully twice the length of the head.
The rat is not more than a week old.
Its parents are the ordinary white
rats, beloved of the small boy, as also
are its brothers and sisters. Being in
a cage, somewhat removed from view,
no one paid particular attention to the
white rat family. When the little
monetrosity wa3 discovered he was

nearly a week old. The keeper
promptly removed him from the rest
of the family and is bringing him up
most carefully. When molested the

HAS TTTSKS LIKE A BOAB.

little thing grunts like a pig instead of
making the noise common to its kind.

Defenders of the Birds.
The suggestion made ht the session

of the American Ornithologists' Union
in New York that a day be set apart
for calling special attention of the public,and especially of children, to the
necessity and desirability of protectingbirds, is a most excellent one. The
union further suggests that bird day
be combined with Arbor day, and this
is wise also, because if there are too
many days for special observance the

-ill * t i.1Ti
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wan pointed oat at the convention
above referred to that a most importantinfluence could be exerted by the
schools in stopping the terrible
slaughter of birds which is going on,
and which will, if unchecked, not only
result in the extermination of a numberof species, but great damage will
result to farmers..Brooklyn Standard-Union.

School Children'* EyeHljjht.
Out of 25,000 school children examinedin Minneapolis, 8000 had defectiveeyesight. The highest percentageof defection was found in a

poorly lighted and unsanitary building-
Wedding Threads.

In certain parts of China the young
women wear their hair in a long, single
plait, with which is intertwined
strand of bright scarlet thread, which
denotes them to be marriageable.

i A law of the State of Massachusetts
a prohibits towns from offering more

than $500 as a reward for the arrest
and conviction of a murderer.
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THE SABBATH SCHOOL.
INTERNATIONAL LESSON COMMENTS

FOR DECEMBER 19.

Lesson Text: ".John's Message About Sin
and Salvation," I John I., S to 11., 6.
Golden Text: I John 1., 9.Lesson
Commentary by the Rev. D. M. Stearns.

5. "This then is the message which we
have heard of Him and declare unto you,
that God is light and in Him is no darkness
at all." John wrote bis gospel that we

might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God. and believing have life In Him
("John xx., 31). He wrote this epistle that
we who believe might know that wo- have
eternal life, bo full of jov and not sin
(Chapters v., 13; i., 4; ii., 1). Knowing Jesus
personally, having heard and seeu and
looked upon and handled Him, he declares
Him as the Word of Life, tbitt we, too, may
have fellowship with him, and with
the Father, and with Jesus Christ.

6. "If we say that we have fellowship
with Him and walk in darkness, we lie and
do not tell the truth." From the beginning
of the Bible story light is suggestive of God
and darkness of sin and satan. The waste
and void and dark condition of things in
Gen. i., 2, seems to have been the result of a
Sn/fnmanf -nrhi/th mnof knvo nr\ma n nrvn fha

earth, for, according to Isa. xlv., 18, B. V.f
compared with Gen. i.. 2, God did not create
the earth waste and void. Isa. xxxiv., 11,
and Jer. iv., 23, are the only other two
places where we have the same combinationof Hebrew words as in Gen. 1., 2, and
in each case a judgment is manifest.

7. "But if we walk in the light, as He is
In the light, we have fellowship one with
another, and the blood of Jesu9 Christ His
Son clennseth us from all sin.!' Light
shines, discovers, beautifies, purifies, for
light is of God. Not only did Jesus Christ
sav, "I am the light of the world," bat He
also said to His own, "Ye are the light ol
the world; let your light so shine before
men that they may see your good worty
.and glorify your Father which Is in heaven"
(Math v., 14, 16). If we walk with God, w«
cannot but walk in the light, but walking

' Jod implies at least two .things.viz.,
i 'tv, such as is not natural to us; and
per.v.. agreement with God :about everyJthing (Mic. vi., 8, margin; Amos- Hi., 3).

8. "If we say that we have no sin,.wc
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us." There are those who conclude from
the pfevious verse that all sin, root and
branch, is removed from their beings, but
such a thought is contrary to tbe teaching
of Scripture, and surely the Holy Spirit in
placing the statement of this verae just
whfere He has sought to correct any such
false teaching. While we are in these mortalbodies the flesh or old nature remains
in us and lusteth against the Spirit, but
the Spirit is also in us as children of God
by faith in Christ JeBUS and keeps us from
the things which otherwise we might dc
(Gal. v., 17, R. V.).

9. "If we confess our sins, He is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse ( us from all unrighteousness.'
While in the mortal body always delivered

, to death for Jesus' sake.1. e., the death of
self or the flesh or sinful nature (II Cor.
iv., 11), if we sin against God, as all are
liable to do, here is our comfort, that Instantconfession of sin brings instant for,glvenese through the blood-of Christ, and.
then we must ro on more. watchfully and
prayerfully.

10. "If we say that we have not sinned,
we make Him a liar, and. His word is not

v in us." John is writing to those who are
children of God by faith in Christ Jesus,
for only such as have received Christ are
children of God (John i., 12). Others arc
children of the devil even though they may
be very religious, according to our Lord in
John viil., 44.

2-1. "My litt'e children, these thing!
write I unto yoa that ye sin not, and if an;
man sin we feave an advocate with tht

Toqiiq l1Kv>!of fho »in»hfanna " Hill
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marching orders day by day are to sin not.
We'hnve been redeemed by the blood of
Christ, that the righteousness of the law
might be fnlfllled in us who walk not after
the flesh, but after the Spirit (Bom, rlii., 4),
Surely God has made full provisions for ut
to live this life which He would have uf.
live to His glory by our advocate or paracletewith Him, Jesus Christ the righteous,and by our paraclete In us, t&e Holy
Spirit; yet so weak are we and often so unwatchfulthat notwithstanding the abundantprovision we grieve both Father, 8od
and Spirit.

2, "And He is the propitiation for our
sins, and not for-ovcs only, but also for the
sins of the whole world." Propitiation
here signifies atonement, reconciliation,
sacrifice, and that provided by God through
Christ is sufficient for all the world. There

nn nt ulnii nrmrt from Him
and His groat work, but in and through
Him there is sufficient for all who will acceptHim, even for every soul on earth if
they will come. How shall they come If
they do not hear?

3. "And hereby we do know that we
fenow Him if we keep His commandments."Not faultless conformity, for
there is none such on earth, nor ever was,
except in Christ, but a hearty acceptance
6f and willing subjection to His whole revealefdwill. He Himself said, "He that
hath My commandments and keepetb
them, he it is that loveth Me."

4. "He that saith, I know Him, and
keepeth not His commandments, is a liar,
And the truth is not in him.";' So skillful is
satari in perverting tho truth and in blindingpeople that he leads some to say, "Oh,
it does not matter very much how I live.
[ believe in Jesus Christ, and therefore I
am saved. If my life is not quite correct,
I will only lose my works." Now such are

evidently deceiving themselves, and are

liars. Believing about Jesus Christ saves
«»»» n« mnaf hA received Into the heart

and that is the Scriptural sense of believing(John 1., 12).
5. "But whoso keepoth His word, in him

verily is the love of God perfected. Hereby
know we that we are in Him." AYhen wo

receive letters from those whom wo love,
we treasure them and read them many
times, and live on them. A mere casual
reading of a letter, and that but once,
would not indicate much love for the writer.
.How, then,- can those be said to' love God
'who care not for His word?

. "Ho that salth he abideth in Him,
ought himself also so to walk, even as He
walked." He could say, "The Father hath
sent Me, and I live by the Father." But
He also said, "As the Father hath sent Me,
so send I you," and "He that eateth Me,
even he shall live by Me" (John vi., 57; xx.,
21). Now He was here wholly for God,
speaking the words of God, doing the will
nf n.nH niwAvs nleaslnor God. There Is no
other way for us, and wo must be willing
to renounce self, deny self, die daily unto
self that His life may be mainifest in us, or

else prove ourselves unworthy of His name.
.Lesson Helper.

FLORIDA J5RANCE CROP.
Ten Per Cent, of the Frost-Bitten Grove*

Were Abandoned.
If the owners of the Florida orange

groves had given careful attention to their
groves immediately after the freeze, insteadof neglecting them as a large proportionof them did, the orange crop this
year would be something Ike 1,000,000
boxes, instead of 250,000, as it is estimated
it will be. Of this 250,000 boxe9 about 200,000will be marketed outside of the State.
Why most of the groves that were eventuallycared for are so backward is that

their owners wore too poor to buy the fertilisersnecessary to force the trees to a

vigorous growth. Now they are fertilizing
their groves liberally, having been able to
norrow money ou lucih nucc iuv wvbwt

times came. Within about four years, if
nothing occurs to give the grovo3 a setback,the orange production will he as

irreat as it was before the freeze.about
5,000,000 boxes.

It is estimated that fully ten per cent, of
£he groves injured by the frost were

abandoned, but many new groves have
been set out in that section of the Htato
which was not noticeably hurt by the
freeze. It would not be at all surprising

j if ten yeare hence Florida should be producing10.000.000 boxes of oranees a vear.

A Thoroughbred For S3.
The most remarkable thoroughbred

horse sale ever held In Kentucky, occurred
at Lexington a few days ago, when William
Easton offered the Fairview stud, oompriS'
lng stallions, inares and yearlings. Bj
hard work lie succeeded in selling forty foi
the insignificant sum of $3157, an averag«
of $78. Three horses were given away absolutely,two sold for $10 eaoh, five foi
$5 each, five for $15 each, and one went for
the prloe of a halter. $2.

/
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GOD'S MESSAGE TO MAN.
PRECNANT THOUGHTS FROM THE
WORLD'S GREATEST PROPHETS.

"We Follow That W*yM.Sorrows Which
Have Been Averted.Beauty Not Necessaryto Fruitage -Harvest bat Frultion-The Foundation of God's Love.

They are gathering homeward, one by one,
And we follow that way;

Their labors are, ended, their journey done,
And closed is their day.

They tread the streets of the city fair,
No scars from earth's conflict fierce they bear,
Nor feel the pain of life's goading care,

In iheir unalloyed bliss.

They are gathering homeward, one by one,
And we follow that way ;

The boatman pale to their port has come
In the twilight gray.

And we hear the dip of his muffled oar,
Bnt our hearts are rent with an anguish sore,

Gazing that way.

Tb*y are gathering homeward, one by one,
In the midst of the flght;

And we stand perplexed in wonderment
dumb,

In sorrow and night.
But the clarion voice of our leader ories:
"loo conuici a«ep«nfl. a ruse : arise:

For the living must stand where the dead
now lies, '

And face the dread foe.

They are {fathering homeward, O comforting
thought!

And we follow that way.
Inspired with the lesson their life has tanght

We rl«lt no delay.
Then "Onward!" the ciy on every hand
' For God and home and'every tend,"
Till our cause \& orowned with a victory

grand,.
And we follow that way.

.Union Signal.

Sorrows Which Have Been Averted.
"Lips say Ood be pitiful.
That ne'er say God be praised,"

sang Mrs. Browning, crystallizing in a coupleta truth which every day's laclt of gratitudeto the generous Giver of all our good
bears sorrowful witness. Our impulse in
trial and. pain is to call for help; in extremitywe clamor for relief; in peril and darknesswe lift up our hands-to the heavens.
Mot always ao we render the tribute of
thanks to Him who so bountifully spreads
our tablqs, so wonderfully guides our way,
and so instantly aids us in our time of need.
When have we ever gone to Him in penitenceand faith and been denied? when
shall we ever get to the end of the mercies
which makq the outgoings of. the morning
and the evening to rejoice? Yet in pur
private devotions we sometimes forget to
aokhowledge our obligations to God, and as
a people we have occasion to be reminded,
as we are by the feast the fathers set, that
our national life and institutions are tokens
of His watchful care and ceaseless wisdom.
In considering thanksgiving as a means of
grace, ought we not to make a special note
of all from which we have been saved in the
things that have not happened? How
safe have, been our journeys! How free
from accident the- tenor of our lives! How
protected have been our homes! How*tang
an Immunity have we had from eickness,.
and bow seldom has the angel of death;
spread his wing of darknees overovr threshold!Yes, thanks be unto God for the sorrowswe have not had to bear, for the calamitiesthat have not fallen upon us and ours!
If they had cause for thankfulness

Who crossed the bitter sea
To build within the wilderness

The altar of the free,
Who paused amid their bread of tears

In exile and In pain,
To praise the God who hushed their fears

And gave them sun and rain,
And seed that pierced the rocky soil,

And harvest ere the snow.
If they were clad, 'mid grief and toil, »

Our fathers, long ago, i

Oh, what rioh choid of nobler song
Should we this hour uplift,

On whom so swift love's favors throng,
Who reap so large a gift!

Father from out Thine open hand
Through all our borders wide,

Drop bounties on our smiling land,
No prayer of want denied.

Beceiv.e our thanks that seek Thee, Lord,
Our words are weak to say

Praise God from wbam all blessings flow,
Our beartfelt^Mhn this day.

.Margaret E. gangster In Congregational1st.'

Beauty Not Necessary to Fruitage.N
Once upon a time a veryhuge and ancient

apple-tree in an orchard >«t forth a suggestiveparable in the face of passers by, of
those who ran but chose to read. An immensebranch, broken from the trunk, tint
not severed from the root, was cast upon
the ground by the high wind. There it lay
along, the size of a tree itself, like a defeatedgiant, but not defeated after all. It*
object was to bear fruit, and bear fruit it
did. The tiny Apples with which it was
covered when it fell, grew apace and
ripened, in spite of tne fell disaster that
bad visited the branch. It still bad vital
connection with the root, though torn from
the trunk. The tree was marred,the branch
broken; but in spite x>f all, it fulfilled its
mission. Beauty, symmetery, a conspicuousplace high in air among, tbe other
branches, were not essential, although desirable.The vital thing.connection with
the root.insured the life and fruitage. So
a maimed life, cast from its high place, injuredby some sharp stroke, but not destroyed,may still be fruitful and also fair,
may live in the sunlight, gladden tho ey» s,
nH anrich thft Hves of others, if. at the

root, there is still vital connection with the
Infinite Source of Jife and love..Julia H.
Johnston, in "Bright Threads."

Harvest but Fruition.
What is a harvest season? It is death,but

a fruition. It is stripped fields, hut barrelledapples; stubble in the field, but wheat
at the mill; out-of-doors a naked world,the
summer things all gone, empty nests clingingto (he boughs, brown leaves swinging
their last hour in the wind or rustling crisplyunder foot; and, indoors, thanksgiving
for the populations saved again and for glad
homes nestling closer. Fruition and a

death. That does not mean success becomingfailure then. The dying is part of the
success. The loyal leaves.they would resenta funeral sermon preached or dirges
sung above tbem. Their very last word,
their death-murmur, is Life. '*YVe have
not been destroyed," they say. "We have
been fulfilled i< fruit that we have made. In
it we have eternal life.".Rev. W.G.Gannett.

The Foundation of God's I.ove.

I read a little lesson as I look out over tiu
landscape brown and sere from the drought
.not a green thing in sight save the trees,

... « . »j1
whose still darn emermu 1.1 au k»hui

to weary eyes. So is the soul whose roots
9triUe deep, deep, where flow the hiddeD
fountains of God s precious lore and unfailingpeace and joy for our rest and refresh.ing. The poor drooping vin^s and brown
maize and sere grasses are not to blameitis not their nature to take deep root; but
It is what God designed for us. and we are

to blame if we fail..M. E. B./Thompson.

Melted by the Holy Spirit.
Egypt is parched and dry. The Nile is

low and practically useless for watering the
land. The farmer looks in dismay. There
can be no harvest unless the seed is watered,
is there no supply for his need ? Yes. On
the snow-capped mountains of Afric?a there is
all be needs, but it is snow, and so useless.
But the fiery sua arises, trie snow is raeiieu,

the lakes are tilled, the rljl overflows, and
the land is refreshed, the seed grows, a harvestIs sure. Men are as the snow. Thoy
need the Holy Spirit to bless the world..
Preachers' Magazine.

Tlie Next Eclipse.
There will be a total eclipse of the sue

visible In India on January 21,1898. Three
expeditions will go out from England tc
observe it. One, tinder Sir Norman Lockyer,will ko to Colombo, in Coylon, and will
occupy itself chiefly with spectroscopic
and photographic "work. Tho second,
headed by the astronomer royal, Mr.
Christie, will be stationed at Jour, IOC
miles south of Poona, while tho third, underDr. Copeland, will watch the eclipse at
Wardha.

Started Sheridan's Uide.

Captain H. G. Bates, of the Volunteer*,
iraa a buglar in tho army and blew the rally
»nd charge on Sheriden's famous twentynlleride.

.i.v
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A TEMPERANCE COLUMNJ
THE DRINK EVIL MADE MANIFEST

IN MANY WAYS.

The Bollloqayot* "8*mplc"«41u Phyilj
clan and the Liquor Prescription-^'
A Dangerous Practice DenoancM
by Medical Journal.All For WUj "'" j

Yea, I am a sample; yet who'd have exi
pected.

When first I fared forth In thesunshine of
youth.

That I, whos.e first steps were by fond car# -\
protected.

In school and in college, loved, honored/
respected;

Should stand here a ruin, forlorn-and de- '*

jeoted.' $:!
A sample room's "Sample".But, alas, ;j;i

'tis the truth.

What caused It? Well, some prate of foro» "

v
ordination, '" ; $And talk as though men were the ere* m
tares of fate.

But I must oonfess, 'twas my own incline
' Won

That caused me to yield to the subtle temp^
tation, . ,

That whispered, in wine I might And in* %>
spiratlon. .

I drank and awoke to my folljr.too late#

To-day there are others withrhearts brig&ilj /
fflawin? ?>*

Whose pathway seems fair as a cleat:daJ S
in Jane; J '

: \ '

They sit where the wine, sparkling clearly; ;">?
is flowing, , > ffl

They drink, with ft laugh, jest and song/ /<
scarcely knowing

The harvest that comes from the seed they
are sowing,

Is best shown by "Samples" that deck 4
saloon.

.Thomas Sullivan, In the Sam's Horn. (" \ -y^J
The Physician and Liquor Prescriptions^
We believe that no physician should eves, ..' ''. <^write a prescription for alcohol in anj

form, for any purpose, for anyone. 'Bat nt
is not now'our purpose to defend that
proposition or enlarge upon It. We grant
there are many honestand noblephysician*
who use alcoholics lu their practice and
presorlbe them legitimately, and with this
olass we have no quarrel. But we jyrlte
now of that other class of medical men.and *

we blush for our profession when wesajj -

thattheir number is -large, /who write pee. ,^|Ssorlptions for-any kind of liquor, In anjf ' X
quantity, for any person. ,

- l
This they do without any reserve, oaring

nothing for the dogree of dissipation tc
which the person applying has gone, orfoj 4 y&jtthe reason he designs for the use of the
beverage. The man who wants so much
beer or whisky, he asks the doctor for a
prescription, and the latter, consciencelessj
and without honor, compiles with thq re- j.
quest, pocketB a paltry dime or quarter and
BOUU0 tuo ucuauuugo iw uio naj i miM

doctor Is not only without honor andcon-; : <$,
science, bat he Is utterly lost to all salf-re4
speot. Hot only so, bat he 1b a criminal o?
'the most dangerous kind. Most dangerous
because, while doing this damnablebustneas.he posaa as a man of raneotfbUftji
and honor, and a promoter of the welfare
of the community In whloh he Hires. Dan* '

. gerdus la he because he Is a hytjooritei Ha"Steals the livery of heaven 10 seWthrf <. (m«28
devil In." »jWe write of what .wffTcnow, -In a village
near us prescriptions are written in great
numbers by gradn&tes of th4 best college* .' rfj&l
In the United States for ten cents apiece,!
and In our own Columbus suburb a large
business In this line Is done for the same
pittance. Our,so-called drug store, whos«
'proprietor Is now on trial before the courl d
for doing a saloon business without paymentof the Dow tax, has sold futfy twalvd
hundred bottles of beer in the last three
months and this on the prescription of
physicians. These pr*escriptions are given a >.l
to anyone who applies, and range from on^ '.'-(faO
half dozen to six dozen bottles each. Net*
Albany, a village just east of us, is having
a similar experienoe. And the same con-jscienceless thing is done by physicians

"

everywhere in their relations to whisky
trafflo as oarried on by nearly all "phar-j
maolea" and drug stores..Sanative MfediAll

For Self.
Several years ago a singular aoftidspfe'

happened at the Great Northern -tsrmlnui i:.j)
at King's Cross. The train oame into (he ;.Vv«8
station at full speed, and the engine, dash-
ins through the wall, went into the com- ^
mon open road, and narrowly escaped
breaking into the greatsh^ft that was sank MSB
at King's Cross for the underground railway.The consequences to passengers bj
the train, to the people in the street and to v< Vt
property of all kinds was frightful. Mercifullyvery little damage was done except
to the railway premises, engine and oar- \rWi

triages.
What had caused the accident? Thai

vhn atinnlH hnvA (HAnHldl fn (M
train and pat on the brakes, was asjeepj V/.'-Ajji
He was considered a steady, man, .e^d bore
a very good charaoter. L gentleman treated
him at a refreshment room on th&Jtne and ^
theMrlnk, though it'might not make him
drank, made him drowsy, unfitted him for
his important charge. ^ s!
The guard was tried for his misdemeanor

of neglecting his duty and was punished
with imprisonment.that being omya part,
and the least part, of his punishment. His
charaoter as a man to be trusted was gone. >\f
Of course he was utterly, ruined. The <

gentleman who treated that poor guard
ought to have been doubly punished. He
was Imperiling the lives of his fellow-cre»
tures. True, in one sense, he shared thflf i/3?
danger, bht the Scripture tells us, "Aa
madman that scattereth flrebands, arrows
and death, so Is he that decelveth his , >>,
neighbor, and saith am I not in sport?" , ji
That gentleman escaped pabllc lndigna- .. sja

;lon. Safe In his comfortable home, he
bad leisure 10 taint 01 tae guiuu iaai uc ,/j
had tempted to his rain. Perhaps he oonj >
gratulated himself on his own escape. All
,for self!.Mrs. Clara Balfour.

"Eloquent" Flxoreii'
The liquor tra^o of Ohio pays Into the .-V -I

State treasury alone the handsome sua ol
$1,000,000 a year. In addition itjpays td
the various local treasuries $2,500,000 more J { M
These figures are eloquent and speak for
themselves..Wine and Spirit News.

Yes, they are eloquent, but they only tell
one side of the story. They don't tell hovri
much the liquor trafflo costs the State of
Ohio. One of its Governors tells the story]
however. He says it costs the State $70,
000,000 annually. "These figures are also
eloquent and speak for themselves." But!
even that doesn't tell half the story. The
eloquence of the tears of thousands of
heartbroken wives and children over the
wreck and ruin of husbands and fathers
and desolated homes is kept in the baok->
ground. The wreck and ruin of manhood
and the destruction of life as well as prop-1
erty caused by tho "liquor traffic" of Ohid
Is also eloquent and appeals to the man*
hood of its oitizens to destroy it as they
would a venomous serpent or would ata^mp
out a deadly plague..California Voice.

-m
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Temperance Soldiers. 1

There are more than 30,000 total abstain*
ers among the British soldiers in India and
the proportion is constantly growing. This
is remarkable, when liquors are dealt oul
by the nation as a part of the soldier's dailf
ration. The liquor is before them, is of'
fered without cost, and vet these m-:n sayr
"We will not have it!" Of the t9mperanc0 ,
soldiers only one-tenth as mauy are ar^
rested for offenses against discipline as ot
those who drink. Liquor makesmen quarrelsome,even when they aro not fully
drunken. Liquor should be no part of a
soldier's daily rations.

Xf Alconol In This Hospital.
The Baltimore University School o|

Medicine has decided to conduct its hosi
pital without the use of alcoholic liquors.
One.of the physicians of tho faculty says
that there are many good substitutes foe
alcoholic stimulants, and that they are beingused in hospitals with good results.
They do not develop morphine or chloral
or alcohol habits.

Temperance News and Motes.

Sobriety is security.
When men tipple their businoss soon top»>

pies.
The germ of the drink disease lies in thai

first glass. 1

J
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